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Always uniform—our
best product—sold in 1 1b.,

2 1b., 24 1b. and 5 1b. cans.

Your grocer will grind it—
better if ground at home—not
too fine.

AMUSEMENTS.

GRAND
OPERA HOUSE

Directiva Northwestern Theatrical
Asz'n. R. P. HERRICK, Res. Mgr.

TONIGHT

JAMES D. BARTON & CO.
offer by arrangement with

HENRY W. SAVAGE
The only correct and authorlzed
version of the one vital play which
has startled the world,

THE DEVIL

As now being presented at the
Garden Theater, N, Y. Clty, adopted
by Oliver Herford {from the original
Hungarlan of
- FRANZ MOLNAR.
Big New York Cast, headed by

RAMSEY WALLACE

Complete and elaborate scenic
production.

26c, 50c, 75¢, $.100
SEAT SALE NOW ON.
s, 206 IND. ONLY.

.
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AS GOOD AS NEW

In oppearanée, at least, will be your
Suit if yon bring it here to be Dry
Cleaned and Pressed. Old Suits that
have becn practically discardad, we
make to look shapely and neat again,
t 18 an art whieh few understand as
well s we.  Although the garments
may be entirely out of shape, we press
them Into shape again. We call for
and deliver work promptly, and charge
but little for our services.

OGDEN STEAM LAUNDRY CO.
Launderers and Dry Cleaners,
Both Phones 174 437 25th St

- A JumpP
in prices In Hay and Oats s predicted.
If vou are studying the best Interests
of your pocket book and the welfare
of your horses and chickens buy now
before the prices are too high,

CHARLES F. GROUT,
Hay and Grain Dealer,
352 24th st,

BROOM RESTAURANT

REMOVED TO VIENNA
CAFE
822 25tH St
Meals saume price as Broom Res-
taurant. Speclal Dinner 25c.
Lunch from 11 to 4 p. m.
Dinner from 4 to 8 p. m.
LEE, FOON & TOM, Managers.

BISERMON BY|

REVEREND
BROWN

“EVER CHANGING, EVER GROW-
ING RELIGION"” DISCUSSED,

Reccent Fearful Tragedy in Sicily Com-
pared With Tragedy of Ouf In-
dustrial System.

After pointing out the fact that the
recent fearful tragedy which has be-
fallen Sleily was trivial compared
with the tragedy of our own industrial

system, where five hundred thousand
men and women and children are
elther kllled or maimed ecvery year,
anpd that the real tragedy of Sieily,
| and of Italy, too, as of Russia and all
Christendom, is not that preeipitated
by nature, but that tolerated by hu-
nan ignorance and greed, Mr. Brown
epoke as follows:

"Think what this tragedy in the
sphere of religion is and what creates
it. It is the attempt, in the name of
avtbority, to palm off on men and
women as religion something which
15 not religion, something which {is
indeed the denfal and the defeat of
religion And that attemnpt is being
made simply because men fail utterly

to understand that immutable law
vhich determines religion, as it does
cverything else. I mean the law of
growth, the law of change, All reli-
glous institutionalism tends Inevitably

to  represent religion as something
fixed, unchangeable, harking back to
remote antigquity, established by ex-
térnal authority, Examine any creed
in Christendom or think of any lit-
urgy, any set of so-called religious
ritez that are being practiced, and
rame for me one single idea or one

rite or form which derives its mean-
ing or its sanction from any need or
démand which human life by its own
nature feels or Implies, The thing
can not be done

“In all these
tween warring Christlan  sects  of
which the history of the Christian
caurch s simply a record, what has
been the unvarying claim of each and
every party to the quarrels? The un-
varyfng clalm of each has been that
its validity was established, not by
the standard of anything to be found
fn human nature or human life to-
, not in anything which such sect
cod show of positive resnlts in the

ividual or in soclety, but by the

.andard of some legend or tradition
of a distant past. The conclusive ar
gament has been that of apostolic sue-
cession, never the convincing argn-
ment which a suecession of real apos-
tles would have been. And that
rieans that Iin the minds of thesn
teachers, of superstition religlon is
romething which does not change

“And yet, nothing is su perfectly
clear in all the history of religion, of
this whole human search for rellglous
vority, as change. Even the Biblo
itself bears all through its pages the
unmistakable marks of radical and
farweaching changes—changes in the

"ole conception of God and man and

Think of the change which the
I andred vears from Solomon to
.ophet Micah registered. In the

.+ of the dedication of Solomon's
temple, we are told that Solomon sac-
rificed to the Lord ‘two and twenty
thousand oxen and a hundred and
twenty thousand sheep.” That was
the very acme of religious expression
in that age. But listen to the words
of one of the prophets who made our
Bitle, a man who llved five hundred
years after Solomon: ‘Wherewlth
shall 1 come before the Lord? WIIl
the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams or with ten thousands of rivers
of oil? He hath shewed thee, O man,
what ls good. And what doth the
Lord require of thee, but to do jus
tice, add to love mercy, and to walk
humbly witn thy God?’

“Nothing can be more vitally im-
portant to your life or to mine than
that we shall see exactly what rela-
tion to real religlon these Institutions
ciniming the name and functions ol
religion actually sustain, and what re-
lgion now and here is. Perhaps we
can not get better possession of these

cndless quarrels be-

two facts than by an {llustration
from histor ‘On the seventeenth of
February, 0, the city of Rome wit-
nessed a. course . of men guch as
the greas ity om the Tiber, accus-
tomed as’ has been to Imposing spec-

tadJes tb dghout Its history, has
rarely s@ But this time the crowd
had notf [hered to greet a triumph-
ant Cag at the head of his victo-
rious {l ns, nor yet to gaze at the
so-call Acegerent of God on earth,
the alleged viear of the peasant
Christ of Palestine, in all the pomp of
clerical retinue. These men who
crowded the Eternal City had come
from the ends of the earth—the flower
of twentieth century science and phil-
osophy and llfe—to do honor to a poor
wandering knight of the spirit, who,
after eight yecars' imprisonment in a
aungeon, suffered death at the stake
at the hands and by the order of that
church which then and now claims an
unbroken authority and succession
from Jesus and the apostles—had come
to unveil & monument in memory of
Glordano Iiruno on the very spot
where, thiree hundred years before,
a tumultuous and checkered human
lite ended om a pile of fagots.,' That
epot had become and will to the end
of time be considered a sacred spot
——none more sacred in all that ancient
city—because the man who died there
exemplified, as the church which put
bim to death never and nowhere in
ite history has done, the deepest, high-
est, noblest, truest spirit of religion,

“Why did the nineteenth century,
just before it closed its doors, think
it must pay precigely this man an
homage so pure and so enthusiastic?
The answer fs found in the fact that
Bruno, more than any other of his
time, embodied and expressed that
spirit of genuine religlon which we
of the twentieth century are bound
to  recognize. That concourse
thronged Rome to do honor to this
marter-prophet of the sixteenth cen-
tury because all men today who are
swake, who are using their minds,
who have any consclousness of what
life and the world mean, are secing
that the prineiple for which Druno
gtood, the principle for which Theo-
c¢ore Parker pleaded in the deaf ears
of men and women calling themselves

Unitarians in Boston sixty years ago,
the principle of which Walt Whit-
man In our own time has been a per-
suasive spokesman—that principle Is
central and vital to the only
which can be religion to us men and
women. Let us think what that prin-
ciple was and Is.

“In the year 1543 one of the great
est discoveries in the realm of scl
€nce which all the history of the world
has recorded was published, and al-
most simultaneously with {ts publl-
cation its author, Copernicus, passed
away, It was the discovery that, in-
£tead of being the center of the uni-
verse with all else revolving about it
ana tributary to it—as the world then
belleved—the earth 1s only a minor
planet in one among unnumbered sys
tems and tributary to one of millions
of suns. That discovery of Copernicus
was the discovery of a fact, a truth,
which time bas proved to be of most
farreaching moment, of fundamental
importance and value to every sacred
interest of human life.  And it was In-
evitable, because of what human life

is. The human mind grows, expands,
dearches for the truth—that I8 the
noblest, highest law of its existence,
Nol to do that would be the denlal
and the defeat of all that makes It
worth while to live. It was the deep-
est inetinet of religion which Coper-

nlcus obeyed, and It was a service of
religion which he performed when he
gave that truth to the world. But how
was it received? Wa all know how
it wae received. Had he not died 2
natural death, he would have been
vigited with the fate of Bruno. When
Gualileo dared to proclaim his falth in
that principle which Copernicus dis-
covered, he was forced to recant or
burn Indeed, this feeling of hostll-
ity toward the truth which we now
know to have been so vital and funda-
mentai to life and progress was mot
conflned to the Catholic church—it
was equally strong in the Protestant

chiurch. The whole body of organized
religion was against it, as !t is always
arrayed against any new and vital

truth. Listen to what Martin Luther
liad to say about Copernicus: ‘People
gave ear to an upstart astrologer who
strove to show that the earth revolved,
not the heavens or the firmament, the

sun and the moon. This fool wishes
to reverse the entire sclence of as-
tronomy, but sacred scripture tells us
that Joshua commanded the sun to
stand still, and not the earth.)’ Even
Melancthon, the greatest scholar of
the Reformation, declared that ‘it Is

the part of a good mind to accept the
truth as revealed by God and to ac-
qmesce in it. The earth can be no-
where except in the center of the uni-
verse.' And John Wesley said these
new ideas ‘tend to infidelity.

“Why was it thar these leaders of
what was called religlon three cen-
turies and less ago hold that attituds
of bitter hostillty toward those who
wera Lthe discoverers of truth in their
time? The answer s perfectly clear.
They accepted a totally Iirreligious
principle as the standard of their ac-
tion: the principle that authority is
the basls of truth, and mot truth the
basis of authority, ‘Authority for
truth, not truth for authority,’” was
thelr prineiple, and it {s still the prin-
ciple of every organized religious body
which is clearly recognized as a part
of the Christian church. And when,
upon the new birth of science in the
Kenaissance, the whole modern world
was feeling the Immortal thrill of new
life and uplifting thought, the Roman
church, unable to meet the challenge
of that tremendous human uprising,
not daring squarely to face the claims
of the awakened human Intelligence,
organlzed itself as a body apart from
and hostile to the common civic so-
clety. ‘Monks and nuns, as the elite
of ecclesiastical piety, became rep-
resentatives of supernatural virtue,
of superhuman sanctity, and are so
regarded still. Indeed, that is the
cnly possible defense or Justification
of this violation and profanation of
the human body and the human soul
which Catholle celibacy stands for.
Their theologians became bearers of
supernatural revealed knowledge;
priests became bearers of supernatu
ral authority and power lent by Christ
and the apostles, which were as su-
perfor to all secular rule as the light
of the sun Is to that of the moon.
Thus, the mediaeval church built a
second world above the natural hu-
man world, with the claim that the
former alone was true and good and
veautiful’ It stfll maintaing its dwel-
ling In that same mythical and allen
and unreal world and teaches a mor-
ality and a religlon which have no
single root In the sofl of human life.
“Think what hasg been the result of this
attitude and teaching of the churca
of the past, and then congider what
is bound to be the result of that same
attitude and teaching today. What
is it that in the name of religion has
been almost abgolute over the minds
of the people of southern Europe, es-
recially Spailn and Italy? Over these
peoples the Catholic church, with its
supernatural sanctions and rites and
morality has been supreme. What is
it that has dominated the thought of
Germany and England and the United
States? The principle that created
and justified the Reformation: the
right and duty of every man to think
for himself, the supreme authority of
resson in human life., Think what
the situation was when Catholicism,
the rellglon of supernatural authority,
took possession of southern Europe.
Italy and the Italian people were the
masters of the world. Th2 people of
Germany and DBritain werg savages,
What are the factz toduy? Who are
the people today that have the liveli-
est part in taking possession of theo
world in political, commercial and col-
onial ways? Where do you find the
pgreatest capacity of adaptability, com-
bined with the tensest, toughest en-
ergy? Where do you find the great-
est {lliterncy, and where the least?
Where are the creative agencies of
civilization? Whence our philosophy?
Whence the new views and the ruling
ideas of our sclence? Where {s to be
found the undoubted leadership in all
that makes for nrogress, for better-
niert, for hope and fulfillment for any
man or any class of men today? The
answer can mnol be In doubt. The
cradle of all that is most sacred in
our modern world, in any department,
found no place in Spain or Italy—it
found place and welcome in Germany
and England and America, The reins
of all leadership, of all power, have
fallen from the nerveless hands of the
priest-ridden peoples of southern Bu-
rope and have passed into the handa
of emancipated iIntelllgence in those
norithern peoples who have bravely
asserted and exercised the right to
thmk and to speak for themselves,
who have used their own minds in-
siead of mortgaging them to a prieat-
keod. S8pain is a dead nation, and the
coly bhope for Italy is to be found en-

thing )

tirely outside its smothering supersltv
tion.

“My friends, there i{s in these facts
of history a lesson which we men and
women of the twentieth century must
take seriously to heart. We are fac-
ing the challenge of religion as really
as were the people of three centuries
Principles are eternal The
law of growth has not been repealed,
What seemed to be religion vester-
day can not possibly be religion today.
Feligion roots {tgelf in no supernatu-
rallsm. It roots itself forever In hu-
man life. And Its sanctions and sa
credness wlill be found by you and by
me and all the world, if found at all
b:,' us, in our own present, 1n our own
most obvious need in all the moral
and social and spiritual challenge of
our own time.

“The very idea that religion, as the
Lighest, moblest, completest expres.
sion and fulfillment of human life
could be or has been revenled once
for all to any human mind {n any past
or that these Interests of the human
goul, higher and more sacred than any
others, could be entrustel to any
priesthood, to any church, to any fixed
authority, Is an idea which Is not only
immoral, but insane, The fountain
of authority is within, God 1s within,
life and all that is sacred in it has Its
fource, so [ar as wo are concerned,
within the soul of man and the sgoul
of society. It is to this shrine of the
common life that you and I have to
come, {f wo are to find a place of real
and genulne worship. It g in the
presence of human struggle and hu
man aspiration, of men's demands for
thelr rights, of men's attempts to
match the sacred law written In thelr
own capacitles and neceds by equally
sacred laws in the whole soclal order,
it is In the presence of these aspira-
tlons and struggles and demands that
it behooves us to take off our hats
and stand reverent and worshipful,
101 here, as nowhere else, are we in
the presence of God himselt. Here
i3 the temple of real religion. 1t i3
an ever-changing, ever-growing trath
of life with which we have to deal it
we would have anything to do with re-
ligion, a truth inherent in the ever-
changlng, ever-growing scope and vis-
fcn of the human soul. Is it not, there-
fore, most fitting, nay, imperative, if
we would really be the men and wo-
men God made us to be, if we would
measure up to our responsibllity or
face bravely and effectively the chal-
lenge of the Divine in this new year
nf life that lles before our advancing
feet, that we go forth toward the
coming days and months with open
1aind, with understanding heart, re-
sponsive to the summons of the same
divine voice which in any past hasg
called forth from sleeplng human sonls
the Christs of which they were uncon:
sciously the cradle?”

ago.

Hives, eczema, Itch or salt rheum
seta you crazy. Can't bear the touch of
vour clothing. Doan’s Olintment cures
the most obstinate cases. Why suffer?
All druggists sell it, -

| THEATRICAL

“THE DEVIL.”

Nearly every prominent theafrical
producer attalns one notable success
In his career—one that overshadows
all of his other projects. And the
records prove also that seldem does
one manager succeed in flnding more
than one such play. Edward E. Rlce
has “Evangeline” to his credit, The
late A. M. Palmer derived a greater
revenue from “Trilby” than from any
dozen other plays that he ever pro-
duced. “Arlzona" was the late Kirke
I.a Shelle's champlon success winner.
With “Ben Hur” Klaw and Erlanger
already have rolled up the glgantio
profit of two million dollars, and the
end I8 not yet In signt. “The Old
Homestead” has served Denman
Thompeon for a generation and,
“Way Down Bast,” will perform a sim-
flar service for Wllliam A. Brady.
Liebler and company have had “The
Christian” and Charles Frohman has
had “The Little Minister.” It has re-
mained for Henry W. Savage to pro
duce two such sensational plays witn-
in a year.

The first to which reference {8 made
is, of course, “The Merry Widow,” the
most popular musical play of a century.
The other is “The Devil,” a play which
has gripped New York, Philadelpania,
Boston, Pittsburg and every other clty
in which It has been presented. %t is
Henry W. Savage's verslon of this
wonderful play, presented by special
permission of Mr. Savage that Is soon
to be seen In this city and it wlill be
glven by a splendid company, headed
by Ramsey Wallace, the versatile
voung Amerlcan actor.

“Go to the Deavil”

This I8 the popular slogan in nearly
every blg city of the clvilized word
today. It Is the now watchword of the
drama, for Franz Molner's Hungarian
play “The Devil,” now translated into
English, German, French and Italian
Is the season's theatrical sensation.
At the Grand tonight. -

Blame Safer Than Praise.

As the Sandwich islander belleves
that the strength and valor of the en-
emy he kills passes Into himself so
we gain the strength of the tempta-
tion we resist. But as soon as honeyed
words of pralse are spoken for me I
feel as one that lies unprotected be-
fore his enemlies. Blame ig safer than
pralee,

Ivory Soap appeals to
rich and poor alike,

‘The millionaire’s wife
buys it because she
knows there is nothing
better at any price; the
mechanic’s wife, be-
cause she knows there
is nothing so good at
the same price.

In both cases, Good
Value counts,

There is no ¢<free’’ alkali
in Ivory Soap. That is why
it will not injure the finest
fabric or the most delicate skin.

Tvory Soap /
99 4260 Per Cent. Pure.
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RELATION OF
SCIENCE TO
RELIGION

THEME OF DISCOURSE AT THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Rev. Carver Discusses Sclentific As-
pect of Recent World Startling
Catastrophe and Draws Moral.

Speaking from the theme of “The
Relation of Science to Religion, in Its

Bearing Upon Prayer,” Rev, Carver
sald, In part:
“The scientific world was startled

this past week by a lengthy statement
made by Camille Flammarion, the
weéll known French astronomer and
geologist, in which he advanced the
theory that the great Itallan earth-
guake might have radium as its real

gource, and that it was chemical In
its origin rather than physleal, Let
ns examine the sclentist's grounds

for his statement.

“We have always been told that, ir
the formative process of our gzlobe's
development, the portions near the
roles would become stable or cold
first, and In accordance with this hy-
[oth2gis the voleanoes would die near
the poles earlfest and be active long-
es’ near the equator, and, further
rore, the gases and matter near the
vquator would be readjusted last, [or

there the heat would be nearer the
gurface. Facts bear out this well
known theory. Alaska has a greac

dead volcanic region where ages ago
there must have been terrifiec shocks.
The same is true of Iceland and our
Yellowstone Park, Snake rlver, and
Copper mountain regions. Now, the
cooling would be retarded most near
the water, therefore, we have great
earthquake centers of Japan, Sieclly
and even San Francisco. This s not
absolutely true, however, fcr in 1811
the lower Missiseippi river region
suffered wha! was probably the most
violent earthquake of recent years,
but as there were but very few peo-
ple there then the fatality was very
slight.

“The world's greatest earthquake
reglon is at the scene of the recent
disaster. Mount Aetna {s today one

great solid lava cone, 10,937 feet high.
and as much of the upper part tas
been worn away, it was once probably
15,000 feet of pure lava. This was
thrown up so long ago that the lower
6,000 feet has so far disintegrated
that it is very fertile. Therefore it
fs much older than our Snake river
lava country. The anclent historian
Thucydides, writing in 425 B. C., tells
us of its great eruptions and Java
streams in hils day. Later rhere were
four violent eruptions 'between 140
and 121 B. C, and from 79 to 1908
there were twenty-seven earthquakss
rear it and four most severe ones
The last very severe one was in 1693
These very severe ones seem to oc-
cur about every 250 vears. There are
Lthree of our greatest volcanoes in this
region: Aetna, Vesuviugs and Strom-
holi, and yet these three can not fur-
uish an outlet for the powers beneath.
Now, the peculfar thing Is that all the
earthquakes of this particular region
ceecur so near the earth's surface. We
know this because they are of such
limited area in effect. An eruption
aoes not affect a wide region. 'This
shock was not noticed even as farvas
Naples. The Charleston earthquale
was, in 1886, felt within a radius of
1,600 miles. The Lisbon earthquake
was felt over a reglon three times the
area of all Europe, so Humbolt tells
us. The San Franclisco earthquake
was felt by the Instruments almost
around the globe. These, therefore,
were far deeper in the earth; but the
1ecent one was near the surface.
How, could it be so violent? Now,
we know that normally temperature
increases one degree centigrade to ev-
ery thirty-five meters of depth; but
i Sicily it Increases far more rap-
idly than elsewhere. The temsion of
steam vapor increases more rapidly
than atmosphere. Steam vapor At-
tains 5,000 atmospheres at 1,000 de-
grees centlgrade, but at 1,300 degrocs
centigrade steam vapor is at a tension
of 1,000 atmospheres. Now we know
that the temperature at the bottom of
Aetna s at least 1,500 degrees centi-
grade, thercfore, the steam vapor at
that level, by the ‘Infiltration of wa-
ter, must be in a state of very unsta-
ble equilibrium and would be power-
fully released by the slightest eir-
cumstance. Usually the three volea-
noes can furnish a vent for this, but
once about every 250 years it has
gathered in greater power and a ter-
ritic displacement occurs,

“Now, note the two peculiar faets
relative to this Sicilian region. First,
it Is a permanent volcanic region; it
does not dle as other regions have
done; and, secondly, it Is a region
where the steam vapor Is near to the
surface, as shown by the llmited area
of the effect of the shock; but, being
near the surface, it should, if it is
ccused by physical reasons, die sooner
than reglons like Iceland and Snake
river and Indla. This, however, it
has not done, and, therefore, says
Flammarion, it probably 13 not of a
physical origin. But If not physiecal,
heat, then what? Probably, and
1most likely, chemical heat Do
we know of any chemical
rower that could keep siuch
tremendous heat so long? Yes, says
Flammarion, there could be a cheml-
cal origin, to which radlum or some
unknown kindred substance would be
the source. Now, I glve you this ar-
gument for your consideration. If it
ke worthy, says Flammarion, of the
world’s thought, then wby not com:

tion in this Sicillan reglon by *
means of a gigantic well to ascepta’s
if possible the conditions of the earth
{7, this most interesting reglon. Such
an undertaking would be entirei;
within the llmits of the rpesent day
engincering skill, as the heat Is very
near the surface in thls/ limited - .
cinity. History teils of an &ov (ul
earthquake in Siclly fu 1695, when
Afty-four cities and throg hundred vil-
loges were entirgly wijed on' and the
entire leland deve: algd. Had it been
as densely wint 4 then as now the
jogs of e wonld ‘heve heen eancr-
I10US. i

“Now, miuy #ages ago, a devont
man soughy gatdar.ce from God.  Afier

Tt

-

au eurtpguake and fire, bmt tl}ee au:
" ot r- s v

A

swer to his prayer was not In tho}
carthquake or the fire, but in the still
small  volce. God does not usually
speak to his children through grent
physicsal phenomenae. There is a
world of spirit and a world of nature,
and while the world of nature has
many a message concerning the power
and wisdony of God, it is to the world
of the spirit that we go for our com-
rounion  with Him. Jesus Christ
seemed to clearly fmply (hat nature
kad its fixed laws when he spoke of
those upon whom the tower of Siloam

fell. They dled because of the work-
Ings of great laws which almost al-
ways work for man's great henetit.

When we think of the magnitude of
vur solar system and the power of
our many natural laws,- all essential
tG our world's regulation and perfect-
ness, it is simply marvelous that so
seldom does it all work to the harm
of man. The number of deaths
caused by machinery and mechan
isms Is far in excess of that caused
through the workings of the laws of
nature.

In one of our store windows there
was this week a strange combinatioa
of pletures One  was a beautiful
scene of the coast country now devas-
tated by thls disaster, and the other,
the lfe-size portrait of Evelyn Thaw,
g0 tinted as to show her real beauty.
Now, here was food for our thought.

Great forces of nature have devas-
tated the scene of the one. Great
powers of sin ruined the other. The

world |s amazed at the national ruin,
but sees fair girls and strong men
and children and homes ruined in
numbers far beyond that of this earth-
quake, and having the powér to check
it, simply does nothing. We say it
fs awful to think of this Sicillan
tragedy, and it fs; but we are so ac-
customed to the deadly harvest and
blight of sin and all its cursed allies
that the youth of our ladd and thoe
men of our street can be ruined in
living death and shame in great num-
Lers without our nation becoming
either aroused or alarmed Let us
never condemn God for the one while
we are indifferent to the other.”

MANKIND IS
UNITED BY
TRAGEDY

ALL THE WORLD STANDS APPALL-
ED AT AWFUL CATACLYSM.

Rev. McCreery Draws Lesson of Uni-
versal Brotherhood Made Mani-
fest by Means of Calamity.

The newspapers have brought us the
detafls of a torrible eartnquake over
in Italy, bordering on the straits of
Messina—the ancient Cnarybdis. The
loss of life has been very great and the
suffering Inestimable. The world stood
appalled a moment, but is now rushing
all ald possible to the scene. Qur own
United States is doing well. He who
gives quickly gives doubly. By means
of the telegraphn, our gifts can reach
the stricken in a very short time. The
world is being bound closer together
with all calamities. The famines of
India and China have recelved our aid
and when our San Francisco was burn-
ed, the world was ready to nelp us.
Some day we will recognize

“For a' that, and a’ that,
It's coming yet, for a’ that;
That man to man, the world o'er,
Shall brothers be for a’' that.”

ties, they give us an opportunity to
show our brotnerhcod. And are bind-
ing the world closeér together

But as there are some pecullar ideas
that have arisen in the discussions of
the calamity, we wlish to endeavor “to
justify the ways of God to men.”

First, let us lay aside the thought
that the earthquake has come as a
punishment to the people of Italy
An acquaintance remarked, “I was just
saying to my wife, that the world was
getting so bad, that it is a wonder God
did not destroy it all.” Well, I belleve
the world is getting better. But then
does not God punisa {n some other way
—down here?

First—We Kknow
affecting the character.
he gives a weakened character—a
hardened heart. The five tralts are
lessened, the response to the true and
the good become less earnest. He
withnolds his presence and refuses to
bless until there is repentence

Second—Then he punishes by les-
sening the joy of life and the enjoy-
ment that should be ours. One's good
time becomes less and less satisfac-
tory. The sweetness of life becomes
bitter, the good-husks. Sin brings its
blight and taat blight is God’s punish-
ment,

Third—The anguigh of conscience
{s such that one seems to be lashed
about life. This filla dife full of the
sad, the disappointing. So great is the
burden that men interpret the calaml-
ties of nature as punisiments from
God. One can imagine that any one
lashed by consclence would easlly
think that the earthquake in Italy was
a punishment. But we will find upon
consideration that God Is a just God.
As just, his punishments must be unli-
form. Italy is no more wicked, per-
haps not as much as other places,
why are they not visited. Way does
God discriminate. Why so many
earthquakes In volcanic reglons? No,
we find enough corrective punishments
in the other ways that God uses \’vlth-
out concluding that he uses tnese
means for that purpose,

But you ask me if not punishment,
what part does God have in the mat-
ter. Some people may think that God
has no part. They deny his responsi-
bility. But In so doing they deny God.

He punishes by
For every sin

mence a thorough sclentific examll\;ﬁ“mmer God is fully responsible or He

cannot be excused for not making Him-
¢If responsible. In either case, He
.aponsible.

Ne must conclude, then, that He
hae a part, but what Is it? It would
pe easy to siy that God is love and
pass it by with that and no further
thought. Some would say that God is
eruel to make people suffer. But as we
find the element of suffering and paln
in so muca of life, perhaps we will be
safe in concluding that they may be
growing palns. God's great message
to the world Is that He suffers. He
fering of Jesu% Chrl ;Vt,%‘r. men. There
{s too mueh tb prove t
i -y rﬁmcmt%lt, thouga:
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They have been sgince the eartn W& .
Some day we will know where to leok:
for them and build accordingly. it
may be that we will get wisdom and
live out of the danger zone. Japan has
lost thousands of lives In earthquakes
—they have one dally—therefore they
build” thelr houses accordingly. The
rest of the world—at least that part
which Is in danger will be more care-
fully builded some day—then we will
make up for the loss of life. Epldemics
are teaching us to be more careful
about sanitary conditions, The run of
~ontaglons diseases last year has
taught us to be careful so that our p
beautiful city s quite free from them
now. Some day we will save life by | I8
living more carefully, and reasonably. |
So God would teach us that we must
use judgment and care in life. By
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Our opinion is necessarily "b_ !
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